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Is the Cheapest Choice Always the Smartest
Financial Choice?

A short discussion prompt for exploring the difference between price, value, and the circumstances surrounding a financial choice.

BEST FOR USE THIS WHEN TIME
Grades 8-12 | Consumer choices | Budgeting | Opening a discussion about price, value, 5-10 minutes
Comparison decisions comparison shopping, or why two reasonable

people may choose differently.
The Prompt

Is the cheapest choice always the smartest financial choice?

Why This Question Works

Price is easy to compare, so students may treat the lowest number as the obvious answer. The question opens space to consider value,
quality, durability, usefulness, risk, timing, affordability, and individual circumstances without assuming that either the cheapest or most
expensive option is automatically best.

Support the Discussion

LISTEN FOR... IF DISCUSSION STALLS...
o Price versus value over time. 1. What could make a more expensive option worth paying for?
e Quality, durability, reliability, convenience, or risk. 2. When might the cheapest option actually be the smartest choice?

o Whether the person's needs, budget, or circumstances change what
counts as the stronger choice.

Possible Closing Question
What information would you want before deciding whether the cheapest option is actually the best financial choice?

Take the Inquiry Further

FROM A QUESTION TO A STRUCTURED INVESTIGATION
A strong opening question can reveal competing priorities, missing information, and different reasonable judgments. GFF Investigations take
students beyond that opening through structured financial situations, evidence, decision-making, reconsideration, and reflection.

Explore Jamie’s Journey and other GFF resources at www.getfinanciallyfit.ca.
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